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A case report of recurrent and metastatic tongue squamous cell carcinoma treated with salvage
surgery combined with chemoradiotherapy and sequential immune checkpoint inhibitor
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[Abstract] A 55-year-old male patient was admitted to hospital with recurrence of left tongue cancer 5 years after surgery. The patient with poor physical
fitness and extensive lesions received salvage surgery for recurrent tongue cancer. Only 1 month after operation, bilateral cervical lymph node metastasis
occurred. Cervical lymph node dissection was performed sequentially with radiotherapy and chemotherapy. One month after the end of radiotherapy, the
metastatic foci in both lungs further increased. After 4 cycles of chemotherapy combined with immune checkpoint inhibitor, all the metastases
disappeared. After 9 cycles of immune checkpoint inhibitor maintenance, the drug was stopped due to the occurrence of immune myocarditis, and the
efficacy evaluation achieved complete remission.
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Fig1 Recurrence of tongue cancer showed by PET/CT
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Note: A. After excision of the primary tumor. B. Tumor excision specimen. C. Repairing the surgical space with anterolateral thigh flap.
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Fig2 Salvage surgery for recurrent tongue cancer
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Fig 3 Bilateral cervical lymph node metastasis 1 month after salvage surgery
showed by PET/CT

Note: A. Multiple microscopic nodules (arrows) in both lungs before radiotherapy. B. Multiple nodules (arrows) significantly increased in both lungs 1 month after the end of
radiotherapy. C. Multiple nodules disappeared in both lungs after chemotherapy combined with immunotherapy.
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Fig4 Changes of pulmonary nodules before and after treatment showed by CT
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Fig 5 CR showed by PET/CT 15 months after salvage surgery
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