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Research progress in roles of follicular helper T cells in autoimmune diseases
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[Abstract] Follicular helper T cells (Tth cells) have been defined as a new subset of CD4" T cells in recent years, mainly expressing
surface molecules such as C-X-C motif chemokine receptor type 5, inducible co-stimulator, and secreting cytokine interleukin-21, a
key transcription factor of which is B cell lymphoma 6. They exist in the germinal center (GC) of lymphoid tissue and in the
peripheral blood as well. With the ability to promote B cell maturation and differentiation, GC formation and antibody production,
Tth cells play important roles in the pathogenesis of many autoimmune diseases, such as systemic lupus erythematosus, rheumatoid
arthritis, and primary Sjogren’s syndrome. The abnormal quantity and/or quality of Tth cells will cause pathological processes like
tissue injury and promote disease progression. This article reviews the biological characteristics of Tth cells and their roles in
different autoimmune diseases, which may help to further reveal the pathogenesis of certain autoimmune diseases and provide a new
way to treat these diseases by targeting these cells.

[Key words] follicular helper T cell; autoimmune disease; B cell; autoantibody; interleukin-21

TEVE B T 40 B (follicular helper T cell, Tth
M) JE T CDA' T MW AE, FIAE 7 B 40 Y B
oAb Bk w4, IF SR K b (germinal
center, GC) WM . HREIHFFEIAN, Th4ifare
REMHLABORIE . FERRHCTT R . AN TR S
Tk RGEVEREARE . SEAENLTIC T . SEREVEN N 5 2 A
B S 005 1 S AL b 45 VR T, AR SOR)

Th 4 S HAE [ B G vh A A BE 5 2 F A — 25
W, AR R Tth 401 5 B S e K Ll
FRIFER, SIBORIIRT RRIRT AR

1 TrhdiENERSFIS T

T th £ i 5 90 A6 s B AR 7 L2 8060 PN Y GC v &

[EE£WMB] BHEAREFISE (81871269); LT DA ENEZ 61 SFHMFRSIE L5 H (201640137, 202140095); |38 30 K2 Be 24 B 2021 4F )&
RBLYIH (2021RBL-B-010); A8l K 2ABE24ABE s 15 MR A B QI T H (1521Y591),
MEEEN] Tkl (2001—), %, AFA; BFEH: weixindi@sjtu. edu. cn,

[EEMESE] Hed, {5 niuxiaoyin@163. com.

[Funding Information] National Natural Science Foundation of China (81871269); Scientific Research Project of Shanghai Municipal Health Commission
(201640137, 202140095); Research Based Learning Project of Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine in 2021 (2021RBL-B-010); The 15th
Undergraduate Training Program for Innovation of Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine (1521Y591).

@ JOURNAL OF SHANGHAI JIAO TONG UNIVERSITY (MEDICAL SCIENCE)

Vol.42 No.2 Feb. 2022



VAR T A B B e i e | 219

Tk 5

B, EEORIEF CDAWIR TAIM, HA X+ GCIE
B RAE GC HY B 4L /e iC I BARAE (memory
Bcell, Bm#iffl) sS4, LAk fedtpuidr L
At o T AN A REEPE SRR ST RS R A L B
FKWET L T (1)

1.1 sy

Tth 4 R 18 70 F 4G C-X-C b1k 5
(C-X-C motif chemokine receptor type 5, CXCRS5) .
i S ¥4 F  (inducible co-stimulator, ICOS) .
CD40 it f& (CD40 ligand, CD40L) . i ¥R 38 A 1
Z R % B 51 4 (tumor necrosis factor receptor
superfamily member 4, OX40) . 2 PESE T2 1K1
(programmed cell death protein 1, PD-1) %5,

CXCRS 1E Tfh 4 i K i 215 . 18 C-X-C #a bl
F i & 13 (chemokine C-X-C motif ligand 13,
CXCL13) ffERF, CXCRSAS Tth 415 2k
L U8 Y T 4i it -B 4f g 52 Bt 4k JF 5 B 4f i A &
TER s

ICOS ik 7K -1 L1 > Toh 20 i 531k 1) 8 2L
5, ICOSHL/A (ICOS ligand, ICOSL) FE Kk
TR R 5 40 % Y. 1COS/ICOSL 3 it 4 i 1

JUURE 3 38R/ 2R 1 ORE B/ FL3h )RR A R E A

(phosphatidylinositol 3  kinase/protein  kinase B/

mammalian target of rapamycin, PI3K/AKT/mTOR )
55 i SRS 1, R Tk . iF
BEMRCUEW, 25 G6CHIEMR . WAN % 7
W9 K B, 40 B Ah 9 T R H BB (extracellular
regulated protein kinase, ERK) il 1% nJ 411 il £ 45 & A
831 (zinc finger protein 831, ZFP831) 1 3£ ik ,
ZFP831 Al ji & [ & B 4 Ml ik % 4 F 6 (B cell
lymphoma 6, BCL-6) F1%% 5 A F 7 (transcription
factor 7, TCF7) MJFRLNKALHE T ALk, 1COS
X0 ] T fh 20 B 34k 1) ERK 8 4% G 34006 300 o

Tth 411 it % Ifi (1) CD4OL 7] 55 B 41 it % I (1) CD40
VEF, fuf B AR AYIETE . APk B BRI e 4
5 1) CDA0/CD4O0L 1= FH I fie 14 B 40 il % 1 ICOSL £
Feik, Mk — e dE Tfh, B 40 il [a] (9 A0 B35 1k
77 A e 2R D0 1 B A I 1 =2 43 Ak Sk T S Y 3K 4
ffg ¥, —fIkh, CD40L 5 CD40 M1 E A vl 3 B
AR A% AL, IR CDAOL 84 BhvE T 4 e ;N 75 5 1B
GARDELL % ' §f5¢ % B, 4 CD40L 5 CD40 1f
i}, CD4OL ¥ I 5l B Mk T 40 - 54 % = B 40 i %
T, A B4R AT fL P RS

0X40 .

IL-21 Tox2
Bach2
- Bcl-6
IL-21R 11-21
Cxcr5
c-Maf

1 ThéEBEEEFENESF

Fig1 Tth cell and its main functional molecules
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0X40 5 0X40 fit f& (0OX40 ligand, OX40L) ¥
AR B 2 Tfh 40 i 19 S — AL S 0
0X40/0X40L F 2@ i K 7 kB (nuclear factor kB,
NF-«kB) M PI3K/AKT il i % iG55, LM
CXCR5. BCL-6. [ 4iJfl4r % -21 (interleukin-21,
IL-21) . CXCL13 By5RIkIKF-, i Tth 40 MY 53 1k
S, IR GC o M

PD-1 i & 5 F2 P PEFE T- L #& -1 (programmed
cell death protein ligand 1, PD-L1) %54 LI #I ICOS
WAAES, ] Tth 40 A9 HE5 . PD-1 BRE v] 5]
& Tth MR i 3 2, S 3000 B 1Y B 20 i 78
Feptdysrg 1

1.2 R

B N AL 45 BCL-6., i Ji 41 i % 4% AH 5¢ HMG
& #E M 2 (thymocyte selection-associated HMG box
protein 2, TOX2). BTB FICNC [A]J4) 2 (BTB and
CNC homolog 2, BACH2) . achaete-scute & & ¥ [r] &
%2 (achaete-scute complex homologue 2, ASCL2),

BCL-6 52 #t CD4 T 4 fifd (1] Th1, Th2. Th17 45
DI S AN TS R KT /NS % b1 e LA A A
W B SE N, AT OE B 40 S 1k & GC I AR .
BCL-6 n] #f B #k 0 40 i o5 & WA &H H 1 (B
lymphocyte induced maturation proteinl, BLIMP-1)
i 9T 5 BLIMP-1 38 A] il il BCL-6 By £ 35, M 1k
CD4 T 2 Tfh 20531k s

TOX2 AJ 1§ Al Tfh 20 I AH OC 3k P A% 4% (0, 57 ) B
I 3 Teh 41 i B4 . BCL-6 ] | il TOX2 iy ik,
M7 TOX2 2% 1k 9 L8 ) w3k — 25 {2 i BCL-6 (1 K15
TOX2 MR IXIEZAF 5 e T S sk is #5111 3 (signal
transducer and activator of transcription 3, STAT3) HY
JEHY . 7E STAT3 B CD4' T4, TOX2 1k
KT

ASCL2 A fie #E T 40 1 % 35 CXCRS, F#{K C-C 4
fLEF 321K 7 (C-C chemokine receptor 7, CCR7) FJ
Fik, {HEIREN BCL-6 9 KK . ASCL2 1]
fil 3 3 7% 5 NF-«B #0 # 2 (1 (inhibitor of NF-kB,
IkB) F NG kB, HI IkB 71k, {7k CXCRS
fl ek 5 PR I ASCL2 (92 3 K - e T 40
Jf T bk B T RS, R TR AT & & Y. 7
CDA4" T 40l P 5 P B Ascl2 56 5B IBT ASCL2 11
g, S2SHThAMATF5, I GC R IEHR
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BACH?2 & f7 [ 9 4% Tth 40 i) 5% 56 7, 7T
FEAN ] Cxers TR IS 2 A PR 96 i 98 56 PR 9 S X+
(c-musculoaponeurotic-fibrosarcoma, c-Maf) % K /Y
e 5 o BACH2 3t o 411 B0 1 Toh 41 Jif 1) 38 58 M 111
R B N . BCL-6 1 B 4% 5 Bach2 3K 3 5
F IR 5 LA Bach2 s 7

1.3 4 1

IL-21 J& Tth 40 Jd 53 W A S ZE A0 MO I 1, c-MAF
AR A Y IL-21 8 5 B 4 i K T
IL-21 52 #& (IL-21 receptor, IL-21R) 454 DLk &
Janus 4/ (Janus kinase, JAK) -STAT {5 53@H, M
MG BN, fEaE B ARG sE . 55 AT e S ik
MM RN N T 40 % T ] BE A IL-21R, AT
BT 2 [ 4 WA AR 3E Th 20 g 5 /K F- %6 3% CXCR5
I GC #afk 5
1.4 Tfh 40 5 K

WA Teh 40 Y 5 67, PR32 GC P THh 48
Ji 55 &1 F& ifi F i 48 R Tfh 40 0 (circulating Tth cell,
cTfh 400 ) 225, 3l % Tfh 400 = %48 GC (1Y Th
1Yo

cTth 42 AN i Hh i — 3 SCRF B 4o ik 54t
IR AR T A . BRE 675 GC H iy Th 4 LA
[ &b, cTfh 40 fflif AN %35 BCL-6., M4l cTth 41 it %
il CXCR3. CCR6 WJRIEIE AL, ALK cTth 48 il 53
cTfhl, cTfh2, cTfh17 40 g 3 Ff 7 9 2V, cTh2,
cTFh17 4 AT 4336 IL-21. 5 S 0146 B 4 434k R 2%
MM I i e EER#E H (immunoglobulin, Ig), [R]AF
PR BEHUIR S B3 cTHhl 40 IR AR 75 5400 46 B 40 il
I3k 1g, {HICOS'PD-1""cTfhl 40 jifd n] i 3 43 04 1L-21
75 Bm 4434k 2 4 22 H AT cTh 40 i
SRR T GC % Th 4 M, 3 & Tth 20 il i) Hi {4 48
L, ARSI, A REE— SR

AN, UL AT T4 (follicular regulatory T
cell, THAIE) WRVFL A G RIS TN —KE
TN, HEAT ACE R, RER IR Toh 4088 i R
4%F CXCR5. BCL-6, PD-1. ICOS, X Fikii¥ i
TZ0 . (regulatory T cell, Treg 4HAfL) AY4RAEMER; 5%
- SCSk/BLOIR IR i€ % ¢ I 7 3 (forkhead/winged
helix family transcription factor 3, FOXP3). Tfr 4}
F BRIV T M MR Treg 40, TEMUNE . bk 2 45 55k 2
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HAVGSMNE M AEAE, AT B 40 s ik Shuikcr
ARG, IFAE GC h A FE A B 40 M A1 Th 248 i 1Y
’T/EFH LzzJO

2 ThhiREFRXEBERKRERD
RER

2.1 TfhZ0HLS F FPELL R

RGN LT BEARHE S — Pl UG E i 32 1 T2 2k 5 v 2%
) A SBUA 7= A oy FEERRE A8 4 B A B
JENR o A S JEVERY B DNA T8 o 2 B R 52 AR A
KM ILAZ Z K vyt (retinoic acid receptor-related orphan
nuclear receptor yt, RORvyt) AJJIE JE ICOS A1 1
IL-17"Tth 40 . 72 A PR/ BUBE R @I RORy: F11
BHITIL-17, AT Tth A HEE, 23k 1gG S AN
TR R e P S DN F I 2 B4R B P45 A A
(adenovirus E4 promoter-binding protein, E4BP4) [
T RE G B 5 2R G0 1R L1 5 AR 95 2 o 1% B P 2 U0 AH G
E4BP4 it 182 5 Bel-6 3£ K WA s FIX R4 . #4835
HEMEOBALEE 1 (histone deacetylase 1, HDAC1) .
2 B W R 5L LTl zeste B 5% F [A)JR 4 2 (enhancer of
zeste homolog 2, EZH2), #I#| BCL-6 %% 5%, i
i Th 400k . 7ERGEMLLBERE T, E4BP4 1Y)
IREZA, B Tth 4 g BRI 7, RGeHLr
BRI B S e AR 1 B4R &R (interferon, IFN)
T T STATAfE0E THh 41734 IL-21 5 IFNy, 28
B 4 s o fig oT #E 2 . K 4% 9F 4% 5 RNA  (long
noncoding RNA, IncRNA) AC007278.2 7 RS ELL Bt
RIEE VT CCR7 BE A 8l X 3R 18 Th 4
i CCR7YFI5, At THhafsE 7.

VFZ RGEPE LT BEIR A 037 [R] i AT e AL &< il
E, HICHEFL R AT 55000 st 2 IEHE Y &
IRIE R, MEFLR TR TR R L R 2 A Y
Th 4/, 383 STAT3 fie #F Tth 415 A6 5 5 (105 5
fEFL 8 7T 42 5 THh 40 ] 0X40 K IL-21 iR E K,
FHCTh AN AR AT eI

Tth 20 i 4 3 i 1] 95 B8OAH 5 /R 2R B i i
(homeodomain interacting protein kinase 1, HIPKI)
5wy 2 FE P ¥ 1 (misshapen-like kinase 1,
MINKI) RN PR Z S-S REMELLBERAE 1
BWEAESE . FHHIPK1 . MINKI i 300 &b 348 Toh 40,

http://xuebao.shsmu.edu.cn
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AR Ay 6 TL-21 B fiE F7 2. EZH2 7E Th 40 jifg
(1 i K FE A FTAE UE R G L0 BEARIE 10 &0, Tkl
EZH2 v /> T4 g, Ml GC I s AT ik
FEEE [31]0

2.2 Trh A5 RMEPE G 1 R

AT ST SRS — T LA ST R Rk ¢
iE R FERHER) B B e, T SREE R . TR
it OGRS WY . S XGOS 4% R R A2
U Th 4k 2 T a e R B E ), S Em
cTth 40 o8] i 3 i FIEH A

Z KB SC ST 4 v TFh 40 g 38 5 OX40 F&A% [ B
PO B4 W R AL 7K SF- o BHLBT OX40 7 970 Tth 20 g %%
WK A BPUARR R R ALK, DI 56T 42
M Y M TIEW A, KRBT R B Th
A g Hh BCL-6 1Y K3k KF-Fh i, 1 BLIMP-1 iy 3R ik
IKEREAR B, # 3% CDA™T 40 i h Bl R £L 1) STAT3 7K
FARIT R . P IL-6 KT, H R E SRS
Tth 40 M Fb 5] 2B A5G o 5% K- IL-6, STAT3 fifi
B Tth 40 1) TL-6/STAT3 {5 54l BE WG, i
T 40 A S % IS AL PO BRILZ AN, B RIBHE G
W RBF M IL-21 K-Fim TIEH A, B S58IET
Sk IME A SPOAOKERIEASE BT B
21 Bm 40 5 2235 IL-21R B¥ ) TL-21/IL-21R Al {2
E B AR IEAL . HEIE Sok P

2.3 Tth A S sk PE S A Ak

DR TR LA A — b 2 R MR R . TH AR
SEAN AR NS R B e . R AN WA R B S
hhedesde, HEO+ . BTk, BE ML cTh
2 B L A5 0 2 BE O, HARAE oTHh/Tor 48 il LU AE (9 T
o S H KT () Th 4 38 43 Tth-B 240 M il {2 8 J5 &
M ERLE SRR &R

3 Tth 40 i 'PAE7E ASCL2 13 i 363k 11, iy
CLPYE . T ICOSL Hudi il 38 i F i ICOS 7K - 5l BH e
ICOS/ICOSL {55 A4 il Tfh 40 i 15 1k, o0 i &
P B LR A AE B RO REAR O, 4R Teh 41l 1ICOS
FEIRIKT- 1 58 T o] REAR HEREMG & 4 . DNAZE &
I F 3 (inhibitor of DNA binding 3, ID3) ]
il CXCR5 K3k, Tmife sk FHCXT &8 1 3 (paired
box protein 3, PAX3) Wit 5 1d3 LG 8T 456
Ja B S SRR YE TR LR G IR A T Tth 4 A7 AE

LSRR (0, 2022, 42(2) (@)



202 | LipmimEkRm (B

ID3. PAX3 YA T H FIE, S T ey IL-21 o] 1
1 PAX3 | ID3 B F kLSRRG 0 & 2

2.4 Tth Al Y & 5 VERE AL H

RGNEEAS S —Fh LR IR EF AL . R 48 28
A BB A RIER A B e . B A
FE Th AL 5 W, B cTh A geEsim, H
B 5P EmAR R 2 IEADE, U5 S A AR A
TE 2 B EEME  RG LR iR fEAE THh
YRR M, R E IS TP TEhl . Tth17 4 MK
SETbE, H Tl 40 e el S5 A SPuiRmEE . IL-21
WeJE L IEARSE 97,

Th 40 it 7T GE 3 i TL-21 A1 3 i 4 )8 26 1 B 12
(matrix metalloproteinase 12, MMP12) & #fi 1 #L il
ik R Bk R 4 Ak . R Go bk B AL B Tth 41 43
WAIL-21 By g J1 3 5 JF 5 %35 BCL-6; H 55 B 4fi it
AW 1gG. IgM M BE 1R & T IE R AN . A
JAK 172 100441 350 48 2% 1) 5 e Ak B 2 5 P B s R 1)
cTth4ifid, FJ & 2 RE AR I8 IL-21 LA S35 3 3K B4l
Mok aE S s

2.5 Tfh 4015 FEILE )

FAEALTC & —F i A SR T8 . DI Z AL
FEL DR RERT M RRIE Y B D S sied, AR B L
T REREAR o FAE WLIC T 3 8 1COS 1Y cTth 2
MBI, HBEE cTth 40 i 19 b 4] 5 95 95 7™
PR SLIEAIE 1,

IL-37 A3 5 5 Tfh 240 i 2 10 A9 50 G 5 BREE 1
M FR-1 Z M ELEHA (single immunoglobulins 1L-1-
related receptor, SIGIRR) 1EAH#H STAT3 55, M
I A0 ) Tfh 240 A 35 56 0k o BERE LT ) A8 3 TEh 41
Jifl IL-37 mRNA LK A0 i o IL-37 (9 7K 7 #4945 T IE
WA

IEH GO T, Tth 4 M52 2] [ 285 1 48 il
(natural killer cell, NK4HJ1) )6 w5815 o e
FREALTC 19, NK A XS Tth 4088 R D Re 32 46,
i3k Teh 41 M35 40k A T AR 5 1

2.6 Tfh ALY 5 PENA N

AR LB RAE N FE S, EEAARE Y B
RS TESE A 2 o RAE T RG JR 3 AN L BCL-6
5 IL-21 mRNA /K& m TIEE A B miEd
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ZULGCHr, Tth 20 Ml B Wl 38 m, T 248 A %5 3t 0l
/B, BCL-6 5 IL-21 3 &3 ¥ 7 7 38 20 21 GC 1 Tfh/Tfr
2R e AR R I P R B R A R L TR
P57 H-F 8 (interferon regulatory factor 8, IRF8) il
i i IRF4 X 11-21 5£ F R 3 X B DNA 454 0%
PR, $i T4 e 531k s IRFS ib m] #l il Th 41 i 5%
[l CDAOL [ 33k o I8 BEPR BB fid 2F CDA'T 4t i [r]
Tth sk, I /N RAZE I RAER B BRI
BT R — P AR X IL-12/1L-23 p40 1 B 5 je 4t ik BV
AT Teh 40 A 2k . ARG 5 2 U S B R Y GC
G E, MR RATT 50 2 BUR RSCR B, R IL-
12, 1L-23 50 i3 2 #F Th 4038 1 43 fk A UE 48 058 1
I Y B
IEFAEOS, T4l 519 GC [ A2 3 Tfr 28
A 0 1 SR TR T A T R 0 R AR G
# H 4 (cytotoxic T lymphocyte-associated protein 4,
CTLA-4) 5 Tfr 4 M 1 43 4k %5 YT A ¢ o 72 /D W
CD4' T AN, CTLA-4 iyl [ 25 i Tfr 40 i 431k 32
PR, BT A AR X3 S A GC e i3, i [
BHUATER b R, R SEumEing .

2.7 Tth 40055 1Al 1] 5 G ye

FTEREMEMM AR SIS E R RIE RER
(neuromyelitis optica spectrum disorder, NMOSD) 1
DL 22 K LR 25 1 9 0E M RRAE o R cTfh 41 it Eb 51t
e IR R A PY . NMOSD 3% cTth 41 i i) ] K
I3t CXCL13 1K1 5 2 NMOSD (1™ 1 ##
SEIEARSE B 45K Th 20 i al 76 53 0% 1Y oE R P R
FEEH.

SRR IR A LR B IR R — A R A ZHENA
B e . B IR T 410 /KF B & BRI, T Th/
T A LT s [WIEE, o mE A S PuikokE 5
Tth 41K EAHE 50

Z kYT AL (multiple sclerosis, MS) J&—#F 14
RO #2822 495 4 0E AT 28 T LB A i () PP 28 98 1
PG o TE MS H SR ——S2 B0 1 B S VLR
B R
EAE) /N U X pi 28 22 G0 v A7 A6 K Th 20 g 2
Vi, L Teh 20 M He s 7 MS SR I R I TR
o HLA A R Y T T 40 ), HHE S8 9 1gG K
S5 Th/Tore 400 HO(E 5 TE ARG B8

RIGHEZ— B LB R . RS HE K R BE )2 R

(experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis,
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