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[Abstract] Objective:To analyze the progression of children with severe coronary artery lesions due to Kawasaki disease by
coronary artery angiography, and evaluate the diagnostic value of echocardiography in these children. Methods-A retrospective
analysis was performed to enroll children with Kawasaki disease whose coronary artery lesions were graded IV or above from
Shanghai Children’s Medical Center, Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine, from January 2013 to January 2023. The
subjects were required to have received at least 2 times of coronary angiogram, and their clinical and imaging data were collected to
analyze the progression of the lesions. Echocardiography results were compared with the results of the coronary angiogram.
Results- A total of 21 children were included, including 15 males and 6 females, with a median age at onset of 3 years and 6 months,
a median age at initial coronary angiography of 7 years and 11 months, a median interval of 4 years and 5 months between the time
of onset and initial angiography, a median age at angiographic review of 9 years and 2 months, and a median interval of 1 year and
3 months between the time of initial angiography and review. Coronary stenosis or occlusion was detected in 13 children in the
initial angiography, of whom 6 underwent coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) and had their angiography reviews 1 year later.
The review results showed that the bridging vessels were unobstructed and no obvious stenosis was observed. Fifteen children had
progression of the lesions detected by echocardiography in the subsequent follow-up and had their angiogram reviews, of whom 8
had significant progression of the coronary lesions. Intracoronary balloon dilatation was performed in 1 case, and CABG was
performed in another case. Sixteen lesions of coronary stenosis or occlusion were detected in the initial angiography in 21 children,
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while only 1 lesion of coronary stenosis was detected by echocardiography during the same period of time. Twenty-eight medium- to

large-sized coronary aneurysms were detected in the initial angiography in the 21 children, and the diameters of the 28 aneurysms

measured by echocardiography and coronary angiogram were subjected to the Bland-Altman analysis. The Bland-Altman analysis
showed that the difference in maximum diameter between 2 methods was (1.63+2.33) mm, with 95%CI of —2.95-6.21 mm.
Conclusion - Coronary artery lesions due to Kawasaki disease may be progressive; in the children with severe lesions, coronary

artery stenosis or occlusion may be missed or misdiagnosed and some errors may exist in the measurement of diameters of

aneurysms by echocardiography. Regular review of coronary angiography is needed.
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Note: A girl, 8 years and 7 months old, had been found to have coronary artery dilatation for 4 years. CAG (A) found a large coronary aneurysm (arrow), 12

mmx11 mm, in the proximal segment of LM, and the echocardiography (B) also found a coronary aneurysm (arrow) at the corresponding site.
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Fig1 CAG and corresponding echocardiography of a coronary aneurysm in a patient with KD
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Tab 1 Detailed follow-up data of 8 KD patients with progression of coronary artery lesions

Age of Age of  Echocardiography before the first
No. Gender X
diagnosis first CAG CAG
1 Male 13 years 13 years A large coronary aneurysm in the
and 7 LM; a large proximal coronary
months aneurysm in the proximal segment
of LAD, and a coronary dilatation
in the distal segment; a large
coronary aneurysm in the
proximal segment of RCA
2 Male 6 months 3 years Significant enlargement of the left
and 6 ventricle with LVEF of 50%; a
months nodule in the proximal segment of
LAD:; 2 sites of dilatation in the
RCA without clear display of the
distal segment
3 Male 3 years 3 years A large aneurysm in the proximal
and 3 segment of LAD; a beaded
months dilatation in RCA
4 Male 4months 4 years A medium aneurysm in the
proximal segment of LAD and a
medium aneurysm in the proximal
segment of RCA, and the
coronary arteries not clear after
the 2 aneurysms
5 Female 2years 3 years Alarge aneurysm in the LM; the
and 4 opening of LCX dilated with
months thrombosis formation; a small
aneurysm in the proximal segment
of RCA with thrombosis after the
aneurysm
6 Male 2 years 5 years A large aneurysm in the proximal
segment LAD with thrombosis
and without clear display of the
distal segment; the RCA dilatated
in the middle segment
7 Male 9 years 12 years  The LM dilatated; a large
(2times  aneurysm in the LAD; beaded
of dilatations in the RCA
syncope
in3
years)
8 Female 2years 3 years A large aneurysm in the LAD

without clear display of the distal

segment

X e IR i K ELAR I B 2 5, A 2 bk I T B
Z(H 17 Bland-Altman 434, K 50 (& XF 28 b K
RIS Bk (B K H #%>4 mm) . Bland-Altman 53 #7
(FE3) S 2 Bk i 5 Bl & ek Bk e R B A 1 22

Result of first CAG

A large coronary artery aneurysm
in the proximal segment of LM; a
beaded dilatation in the LAD; a
large coronary artery aneurysm
in the proximal segment of RCA,
and a post-aneurysm coronary
atresia with collaterals formation

Torsion and stenosis of the main
trunk of RCA with collaterals
formation; the LAD without
significant lesions

A medium coronary aneurysm in
the proximal segment of LAD
and post-aneurysm coronary
artery occlusion with collaterals
formation; beaded dilatations in
the RCA without filling defects

Small aneurysms in the middle
section of RCA with calcification
and collaterals formation;
stenosis in the proximal segment
of LAD without coronary artery
formation

A large aneurysm in the LM with
the stenotic LAD; a small
aneurysm at the beginning of
RCA with post-aneurysm atresia
and collaterals formation

The blood flow was unobstructed
in the LAD; small artery
dilatations in the LAD and the
distal segment of RCA

A medium aneurysm in the LAD
with a post-aneurysm coronary
atresia and calcification
formation; 3 beaded coronary
aneurysms in the RCA

A dilatation at the beginning of
LAD, about 6.3 mm in diameter,
with filling defection and
thrombosis formation after the
dilatation

Age of

CAG

review
17 years
and 2
months

7 years
and 6
months
(chest
pain for

10 d)

4 years
and 3
months

6 years

3 years
and 9
months

7 years

15 years

4 years
and 5
months
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Result of CAG review

The LAD coronary artery
aneurysm progressed and the
length of the LM coronary artery
aneurysm nearly doubled

The proximal segment of RCA
was severely narrow or atresia
with several collaterals
formation, and the distal segment
displayed well

The blood flow of LCX was
unobstructed; three aneurysms in
the RCA progressed, of which
diameters were wider than
before, and filling defects could
be seen in the RCA

The stenosis in the LAD
progressed, and the diameter of
the narrowest point was 1.2 mm.
Intraoperative balloon dilation
was performed, and then the
blood flow was unobstructed

The aneurysm in the LM
progressed with narrower LAD;
proximal coronary atresia of the
RCA was found with collaterals
formation

The diameter of the opening of
RCA was 3.1 mm, while the
stenosis in the proximal segment
was 2.01 mm in diameter, and a
beaded dilatation in RCA after
the stenosis

Thrombosis at the beginning of
LAD with atresia and
calcification after the thrombus;
the RCA supplied the LAD by
collaterals in reverse direction

A aneurysm with the diameter of
about 8.5 mm at the openings of
LCX and LAD (bifurcation of
LM)

K (1.63£2.33) mm, 95% — £ M A Bk -2.95~
6.21 mm, iZ AR TR R AT Z e eE, Rk
SRR I e kR KM — R B IR 2
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Note: A boy, aged 15 years and 8 months, had been found to have coronary artery aneurysm for 9 years. A. CAG showed stenosis of the proximal and middle
segment of the RCA, close to atresia, and the formation of bridging collaterals. B. Two large coronary artery aneurysms with calcification were found by CAG
in the proximal segment of the LAD, with the size of 14.73 mmx11.77 mm and 11.66 mmx8.89 mm, respectively. C/D. The corresponding echocardiography
of this patient revealed 2 aneurysms in the LAD (arrows), while the RCA was not clearly visualized, and stenosis or atresia was not found.

2 CAGHFILER B —BF BIEMEIRER TG L

Fig 2 Comparison of images of the same patient with coronary artery aneurysms and stenosis between CAG and echocardiography

F2 0FIBILVIRIEZ AR BB OBRERRETHME LR (n)
Tab 2 Location and type of coronary artery lesions in the initial CAG and echocardiography during the same period of time in 21

children (n)

' Coronary artery aneurysm Coronary artery stenosis and atresia
Petection method LM LAD RCA LCX LM LAD RCA
CAG 6 15 23 4 1 8 7
Echocardiography 8 15 25 3 1 0 0

o ] 3 e
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Fig 3 Bland-Altman analysis of diameter measurements of medium s g e B N
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and large coronary aneurysms by CAG and echocardiography
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