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Research progress in the central nervous system mechanism of dexmedetomidine

SONG Yifan', JIANG Linhao?, YANG Qianzi®, LUO Yan'?
1. School of Anesthesiology, Weifang Medical University, Weifang 261053, China; 2. Department of Anesthesiology, Ruijin Hospital,
Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine, Shanghai 200025, China

[Abstract] Dexmedetomidine, which is an a, adrenergic receptor agonist with sedative, analgesic, anxiolytic and anti-sympathetic
effects, has become a widely used drug in clinical anesthesia and intensive care unit (ICU). Compared with other drugs in the
department of anesthesiology, dexmedetomidine has no obvious respiratory depression and no obvious hemodynamic changes, and
can significantly reduce the dosage of sedative and analgesic drugs when combined with other anesthetics. In clinical applications,
dexmedetomidine has been found to induce a sedative response that is associated with rapid arousal. Dexmedetomidine is
traditionally thought to act through a, adrenergic receptors to lower blood pressure, dilate blood vessels and lower heart rate, but it is
unclear how it affects neural circuits in the brain. In recent years, there has been an increasing number of studies on the mechanism
of action of dexmedetomidine, which has confirmed that the ventrolateral preoptic nucleus (VLPO), locus coeruleus (LC) and
ventral tegmental area (VTA) of the hypothalamus are involved in the sedation mediated by dexmedetomidine, the dorsal root
ganglion (DRG) and superior cervical ganglion (SCG) are involved in dexmedetomidine-mediated analgesia, and the hypothalamic
preoptic area (PO) and hypothalamic paraventricular nucleus (PVN) are involved in the changes in body temperature and water-
electrolyte balance mediated by dexmedetomidine, providing a new direction for understanding the mechanism of dexmedetomidine
in the central nervous system.

[Key words] dexmedetomidine; a, adrenergic receptor; sedation; analgesia; neural mechanism
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AR AR, S TS 75 T DUIIE S A SEFE IR AT L /N
BB REA TR 1 e kesg B R 5 o, 42
AHATRERA T Z R M E . ik, RABISA
AWK E BIVE LR X T A4 % 25 T A B F &
BN FHRAT H S Yo AR SO AR A ST E 7
HEHR 22 B AL fi—23d

1 ERRBEERERAFELR
2

B LR o 2R B 2R o, S0 A AE IS U
WL, WEFLTF RN, CRERBFIE &, B8R R
JE R PSR A e s PE R, DA KT IR . P R i FL
WIVER s o, 2R B A 78 25 HV B 1 IR 3 28 1) 52 file
HIRE b, o, SRS Ay S R A A il M 2200, DT
T S0 R 2 B R, M LERRR 7 o, 52k
YR 25 B VE Rl 43 3R A, 3P ANYE R &
FERR, 3008 AL a,BFla,C; Hf o, AT 20
TE PR M 2 RGERANRI Y, o, B FEAES RS
B EL AU Rk, o ,C FE AP IS RS
H B gl Ak 0 G N f STk
R o, B R R RS2 ARSI, EN (A B Y
A IR E AEAR I X o Z IR BRI AN TR] : G218 i
ki T A7 SEFLIMKAE 10~300 pg/kg B EZ R BN o
B EREZERGEREEER, OEERAET
(21000 pg/kg) Z218 F bk ol PRH Dk v 5 45 2 B
XF o, Ml o, A VER N0 M o, RS,
FAERE Gl AREM L, X a,A Fl o, C Z AR HA B
SRR Y A ST E T 2 M AT o, 2R,
IR G AR A LY sk P ARG E 1Y B 5 S I
i N W E Y e R SR ek BB IE N N R o= N 1]
PEI A S 255 (Ca™) N, R s+ (KY) 4k
U, AR AL T AR IR, FRACR ST A
1994 4 MAZE 45 5 Hr 45 47 K 2% JFR 12 32 A1 Bl iz HHL
il A 2 RS AR B Tl IR, o, B F IR R Z AR
)70 30 A I R D4 G T A 1 S A R
RAFEA 2
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2.1 MBEEE BV B RERh 28 o0 B FE BRI

W IR (locus coeruleus, LC) v F i+, fEH
WG RGEHA) 28, B FiEEEsE. /)
. T e F R AT L IR S A S A
B R ALY AT LR FE AR OT, SN
PA AR S FIRZE (norepinephrine, NE) f{) 1%
FRAL, AT LA 2 485 B v X p 28 2R G2 10 KR O3 X
W, LC—NE RGAEER S . BB . AE 4
TCFE ) s F1 [ FE D RE A i ke O .
LC 7 A= ) NE X i K 22 3R 067 HAT X6 VAR, i
TG L ERIR A

FUH R A R B T A A0 B SR Y T YA IR
2, AT RAEKE A B EE I TS EIRER o, 2 1K
K AR LC #2820 Y 2% 4y 1 I NE (RS il AT el A8
SEREACE T AN, FELCHIZICH R, A7 EHEk
AE AL AT GBI S PRV E ] TR S AR R RE R 20T
R o, 2 AR A SRR K F Y. VOGT %5 1 1
2008 43 2o i 28 T0 R S M AR 2 5 AR 1 A0 BT A L 2 A
M EARTEBR AR NS5 &, LC 55 il £ )2
(posterior cingulate cortex, PCC) . Frfigi Fl 3 JiE #f 28
T Ly RE i 1 Bl e R K SF- T A8 4k, H PCC & ME—
FEI B AR LC R DI BEEEFE M B T IX . 2014 4F &
FAE eLife 1 SCE HRIFSE N G038 2o F OE HL 2 S5
JEAE M REMEREIL IR G, R BUAE AT E 1
FRYEERE], LC R ST AR . 5k
JE B A , PCCTELAE b5 K BT Kz Joa i X
BB S s EEEHRE R, X PCC 5 R BT XA
(BP Feii 5 LC) RYSEREER i ' [k, A7 & 400K
JENREE IS N LC 5T Ry S REiE S, W LC S
T i BB T i D RE 42, DA U2 ki T A S 14 B B
W .
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2.2 vl eIk i X % L R fig e e By AL BRI

PG 0 9k 55 IX. (ventral tegmental area, VTA)
B0 MERMAETT, &2 Kk FENZ O
2o A —FAr . VTAH SN X4 aL, HEA
ZMEITHE, AR 2 RS . AR REEM y-Z 5T
12 (y-aminobutyric acid, GABA) fEMZIG, Wl LIH
SEEVIRFAAZ . RN R . A RO T iR X
VTA Z B RERe i 28 0 bR 17 76 I3 17 22 B R DOE h k7
HEAERA, EPE IR (rapid eye movement,
REM) [ A 1575 391 191 8 2 B0 11 B350 AR A 1292
TE A S B HIR SRR B 500 375 5 09 T S JUIRAS I E], VTA
Z O Re M 2T A Z R i X, X AT g R W
VTA Z M HRE M 2002 5 B IUIR A BAE A 8 35 >
R VTA 8000 VTA 2 B it 250 nl i S 4
B RREEIRE 2 U, 24T 22 B PR U o 5
LR R B RS £ G D1 2 AR T T4 B IR R
A0 KB, A R 0 2 X 2 L e e 2 o ) AT i
HEHEFE R 2

5 HAD A RREEFR AR, A TR SR A P
I O P R AR L 2020 4F K R AE Anesthesiology
J L ROBETE RS FEMRGS T AT ST T
VTA Z DR 2870, 390 K 2 22 000 Jie o 2 388 o 1)
i SRHDGEHE I I E VTA 2 R 28 T iE ok
SIMRAT FATURE B FHR R, TBOS VTA 2 Ui
PREETCIN AT LR AT S TR M BRI R, R4 36
FEPK 2 3 3 G VTA 2 B #4850 K & 15 52 e I 1Y

FRIE

2.3 T RIS DB i X GABA fiE #2820 S It

787

Rl S VA RPN AT R [ O
D7, VR N IETE Bl RN A3 WA IS Bl 0 B gt 42 h
W, BIAnFEE . Yok, MR TSR IR IR R
SR o AR Fe i A R 2 5 AR T T R i =
WSRO 4 X BRTIX . R
I R . T DA T I WSS
MG T, A h TSR R DX A R AT X2
N Fe i i AMMIUALET X (ventrolateral preoptic nucleus,
VLPO) it {3455 M 1E & [ BERR ,  IF (8 S ik A JGHIR
RE PV AR5 B B, VLPO X GABA g
28T PR Y B I AR B . 0 ) R Y SCEEAIL I
VLPO [X GABA fig#f £ 07k BEMCIRZS T 16 PEs o, JF:
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PRI AR Z FATR ARG RE . 0 R AR RE £
A, A5 ARG R Ao 28 0 5 4 174 IR sk i A% R 0
W% AR AT E S ALk . R HE R
REEMZICREMERE . S- R OEREM 2t B/
WM BRI ITITTEN S A X, mr
7 R, XU VLPO 51473 1 A B R AR s 1] ik 2>
40%~50%, HFEABEACAE A LR, XA SR
Je A A (R SR

LT 4 EFEE S, VLPO X GABA fEfi &t
H T 25 10 00 R RS o, M S S IR A
2015 4F % F T Nat Neurosci (IHF 5% ' % JH] TetTag %
Gt G R, EEhRE A BRI EER T Y
BOERLPO (A VLPOJEITEK) XH&on, #Fimil
TEZRFZTT, K IRRIS AR (IR, 48R T4
FHCOKE 15 T B FOIR S 5 IR A AR L, Hod ot
LPO [X [a] —#E#H 290 . H LC ' o, A Z 1R %S SE W) Y il
RIFAR S 100 pg/kg 47 FFEMKE R BERIEHT, [T,
i SEFEPK E BOE T #E A VLPO [X A5 A RS B 400 i)
LA ZIR, WO TRELCHERE EIREMmA . i
AT UL, A7 SEFEIK E J2 38 1 IS LPO X GABA g ft
2270, I/ LC K NE [5] VLPO YRR HOR A2 25 B B AH
R TT e B LA

2.4 IR R R

T Y A% (centromedian thalamic nucleus,
CMT) 5T BB P A i 350 04 B A% A IS 4%
ol o, CMT 5 6 7 Nl /3R 55
(parafascicular nucleus, PF) —i#2 ) il 7 #e N AZ HERY
JETE, W A R AR Y eMT 5k
i K )2 ATz A B, EREETTE I PIK
BB X FRIHARIERIX | HiF 8 R 6 S . SRR
IR AR LTS . T OSCIRAAR | 25 RS M 1 P ]
WL PRIRET . PN A AN . A AR T SRR
Wat%, DR oML . B8k A% . PRRE
FIG 45 PO ARGt ARy, FEREIR T 4R T CMT I
Bk [ _EAT PR IE RGE R A BT

2014 4E & 32 T J Neurosci I 16K By 2E BB 57 2%
PR, AEFEKEV LUER T CMT, HX—fEH Y5
H SR BB I CMT Y728 A A AR . RIAE A7 4E
WK BRI R B BEE], 1 YA [ i X Ry R 47
19 S PWARRLOC R KA 3784k, HiX &l T CMTHY 8
WEARD A R A MU T 238, AR, A ek
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T PRIBRAER T AR AR, A7 SSFEmR e il v e Ak
Wah o, M, TERHE . A [ EoKF#R L™ A R AE
MR Sk a5 RS . Bl 28 25T
(AE Ay, ARRBL T RAF A2 B2, nlisiZb iR
PRI EIT, P AR R E Bt fHaaFid
B EE . HATE A REMTFEIESE T 47 RITRE
FEIG PRI FR ) 22 4k 041

3.1 KK F

Fr Mg A Ry A% 3 AT 4k 40 3 PR 8 B A O
F14) R Gz J22 A Bl i T A O i o A 25
e TS AR 2 AL b BB BE L ARG 153 B e
TR R . TEH SR AR R, R B Ak
J& #% (posterior thalamic nucleus, PO) ' # £ J©
c-Fos #& [ & iA # &, 1M K 55 % (parafascicular
nucleus, PF). FME /5 A MII#% (ventral posteromedial
VPM) i Fo i B J5 Ak il &% (ventral
posterolateral nucleus, VPL) #F¥A 284k .
HON- 3L -D- KR & A R (N-methyl-D-aspartic acid,
NMDA) Z AT REXT T B i — F J5t 5 B D) fig J2 Ab 75
Y, BH T i b ) NMDA 52 {4 AT [ ARG A 28 1 5 L
R E AL . AN, NMDA Z (kK 2B I
Al (NR2B) 7E 48 PR 7 i 00 9 BRUIR 00 v B G B AR
L EIRIT PR e AR T

2018 4F % F57F IUBMB Life HF5E 1“5 i1 i 218
PR 38 B 0 R R A, R LN S A 64t
DRAE AR 1 HORISE 14 H . Feiih NR2B Y 3R A AT,
GABA (A) ZIRTW (7 al (GABAA-al) ik
s AEEE T HAIEE 30 B, [RIOAHETS M NR2B 9%
KPR, GABAA-al MEIEIIN ., J Physiol I — &t
5 10 3 3 UG TR S A ST I R4 4
S RAPAG R 5 F HEIRASZ R e ], R A 64T
WK AE AT gl Fefidi i) A% (mediodorsal, MD) il
JiE R (ventromedial, VM) Fi# Fir51k. Fil
AT B I, R T N AT IS T T
Gifl, UESE T A FEFERKE AT LA HLAR M e B
RAEIFHE R v IR, TR B AR B H 1Y .
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3.2 fiEkF
321 HWMHRMAE HHRMHET
ganglia, DRG) & ¥ 9258t 248 J0 AR 2R Z b,
HA L G AR 35 LA E | 32 FAL 000 5 Mz
AThfe B R 2R B EAOR SR A I B B AS
LFYE R C A 4. AS R C A 4E bR T nlf 45 3 A
(R . AU A S5 S) NS R R L%
#| DRG, H & 7E3Z )5 W4 1m) DRG 1% 3 45 F P15
B 5 SO TR R K 4k b B
DRG J2 45 A 18] £L P9 00 T B 3 5 8568 AR A M2 ik &5 1
ATTHMOR A B RS2 SR i ph g nhgl, s —
PR A o AN R0, TS O £ R, R E AR
HEHE R BRI R T
(hyperpolarization cyclic-nucleotide gated ion channels,
HCN channels) 4~ 5 #9816 30 A i
(hyperpolarization-activated inward currents, 1,) f77F
T DRGHZAIM |, 5 EWMAETRE, FmsifEd
£ 4. HCNAY 4 FORRDBERL, Horp HCN1 HTHCN2
AR ML 78 A Y 1 R T AR R B e e
A7 2R T DA TG e 240 i 2 ey PR T R, R B KT AT
T 7= A b 2 M O Y R R B T g
(acid-sensing ion channels, ASICs) & —2&J {Z1F1E
T AN IR b R B e R AR AR, 7RG A
W pH A AP 8 . BRI 58 A5 22 1A= BEMLRE T T A7
BRI . RAE TS ASICs 75 507 A 4 53t
JEVETT, NI 2 oe b, 2 5
b R B

o, B IR K BEZ AR R ASICs #4717 T DRG #fi 2
JeH BT A SRR i 0 o, B R EE RE SZ R 1
ASICs Wy HLAE BTG M, 2Pl W 0] DRG A3 ZEHI C 26
ANMAY L, BEARANM DA, A MR Rk Y
B4 & FEIDK S T 3 5 ey MR Aol ST 2 1) HON R A2 1 1, 74
ANIERE . A7 EFEBKE FEAR T DRG #2270 ASICs 4
SR K R AN S ER AL, TR K R 175 &
AR R Y
322 HHEWM AT MR ERESNYIR
ik, RGBSt AME . it &oT . AR
SR ZE TR B T ATLR A I > A RE T A0 b 3
J5 IR B BAL B B A . T R B, A3
FE WK € T L ok R 58 B T A 2 BE Ok 22 A g 1
P o

W5 1 F, P9 ST TR T e

(dorsal root

LSRR (0, 2004, 44(5) (@)



630 | tifsmEARREE (EER)

KRB MR AL ) K BUA B T AR b SR
F Toll #5Z 14 4 (Toll-like receptor 4, TLR4) K i
KHAFS TH WK F 3 (interferon regulatory
factor 3, IRF3). #%[HF-kB (nuclear factor kappa-B,
NF-kB) P65 HIEAA I, HARIR B8 1 P9 Mk 19
ANEEE TR S A SEHEIKE T, IR BERGR S5 KO
AR, H IR TR RN B AR 1 A 2 T
FE R BRSPS ol 2 A B v, s S A SRR E
CIRVSEROR K AN @i i NN R AN s < i B 2 S 10
O AT ] 2% R 7 A DA TTT 22 Ak W R 1 o 22
TE AL P 22 25 L 2 BN 12 P P 20 LR AR AR T
A FFEWKE B AT LUE of TR E B A 0 —H LA S
il P19 298 35 AT 9 2 o 22 PR L R IO IR 1
A EFERKE T 7. 14 d B AR R 0 B B
T o
323 M LphagTy
ganglion, SCG) J&IMHEBACEEAFLTT, of T 2058 il
WIS T o TESMNAZZBM ARG, ASIBM &AL
RS SR A AR 2 R GG B PR E R HE
YER, 32 i fl 28 79 i 22 2 A 28 2 4 1Y £ Tt IR Tk
(acetylcholine, ACh) Bl 51 A2 1Y 2% Ay 1k % fi J=5
£ Wtk (excitatory postsynaptic potential, EPSP) 4}
Sy

2015 4F & FAE Neuroscience HIWFFE ' i i I A
SRR LI, A S0k DAL . H AR
R0 308 R AR 1) A i Na' P I O Y L I
(sodium channel currents, L), LAFIEARH 5 =00
il K B A 2 W B B 52 1A @ 3 B U (nicotinic
acetylcholine receptor channel currents, 1,.), 413+t
Wk 72 % SCG i 28 7T A 8 B £ Bk IR 3Z & (nicotinic
acetylcholine receptor, nAChR) i i# % 41l il /F FH ok 1
Na'if 18, H 3 P Flom il #8207 T o, B EARER 2
k. WA, SCGMIZITHY nAChR# JE L Na'J8 35 X 7
FEHCORE A TR, HA SEFEKE X SCG 4
TCH L, Rl L, FOHR A FHFE o, B AR SZ RS U A
FE R EATAE 1 A7 FEFERAE X SCG #1280t 1, Ml
Loy AR FH BB 23 028 ik o, B 3R 52 AR EAR
IWARSCHLRY O Ok & i A Sh B g 7 B
2R, ]y K2 s N R i A SEFERKE AT AR
1k SCG A 38 i Jmy 00 JBR e A B [ RN AKX ] DA B
R AT SEFERAE X A S L AL Y B AR AT A
245 SR BHIT .

#i #2275 (superior cervical
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4.1 RHwi 05 i OB P TR

PATEBIFFE A B, A S F TR S X T I ok 1P 40
Da GO PE IR0 05 AR BAT — & R R, AL T
RESE 2 7T Y o R RUME I 0 SR A SR B IR S mT LA Jb 35
AR dFe L P98 T 403 0 0 RN B 2 1) LAk 5 BRI, 3%
PRAEAT SEFCIRE AT LA I 58 285 1 2 1 A 4k AT 44
5 1L 3G 5 B 1) S B 8 Ay TR AT LA B T
FE BKEL 4 ffis5E -2 (B-cell lymphoma-2, Bel-2) i
Bel-2 K& R 58 15 vh 40 B 98 12 i i3F K& B Bax (Bcl-2
associated X) , M L4 J5 Bax ()5 Al Bel-2 (1)
R, S0P =R 8 -3 1R, AT pl 22
B0 AR PR T 17— 2B i g ok
JETHRM IR ZH P Z IR A2 AL, & A RAERKE A]
e It e P 03 J A R I & R, B GABA
S, AT DB R R s B T AR it
IR v, JS S A S HE K S W el i AR
BB A O H 5 8 3 (microtubule-associated
protein light chain 3, LC3) . "4 1 (beclin-1) [
Fik L M NF-«B. 41 M 7 A 40 i A £ -18
(interleukin-18, TL-1B) . IL-6 A1 i J& 3R 3E [H F - «
(tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-o) BYFEak, M)
M2 AR R, RAERRYER T A
JEV MR H i (cyclin-dependent kinases, CDKs) &
P EAZ AN I R A ORSTA,  EAARE h
N R Y B R A S E Y S I S 1 S
i 3 RNA PP FEBE 1 A ST K SE 167 1 1 P I 45 1
KA mRNA FlmiRNA Rk 24k, IEiltT T
BT, K Cdk 1 AT RESE 2 54 RATKE N 1Y
M RAPVE IR UG IR, A5 S FEIKE Ml 2 O 4P AR
FHATRE 5 B 41 A 32 4415 5 38 % R0 40 ] 404 5 3 i
X,

4.2 0% e 90 1 1 £ 47 1 R PILRY

TEMFFLEN YT H ALY, R E R ek, e
SRR, BRIV Z M Rk A
FEE, XS S FCAZ i AERE , TR,
SR SN, RGeS R RS
Bz HL H S AL a2 oo s s LA R T 2R T a2
A7 AR AR R B o e SR A A AR
FEAT AT E XTI I 22 R AR OS2, R 25 T
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AR B AR T R AR K B S A 2L 3 A g
DL KA G IO s ) R SR I 2R3k, el m] SV
TR TR SR, KRR B A R A T BRI
S ST E S TN EE, Wl L R uar ik
B R AI A T M TR R B R R, A
FEKETRYT e, SRS I RE R, 2o i
PR . % fph J5 % B 85 M -95  (postsynaptic density
protein-95, PSD95) % il 3 & (1 Fkhifm 7.
AT WL, A5 SEFEMKE v] LASCE 22 i n S0P, el
AT 52 1) 20 b 26 95240 o

5 Rft2R¥N
5.1 kiR

A FEFBIKE Bk i 22 bl T FRE W 4P s 1
W, A CTRERR, [HSCPRIG R B 5 A R
HARIRFEAR Y . AEF B AL AT X (preoptic area,
PO) WIIFIZICIEA (U0 GABA/H P IKFNAT & iR/ —
AR GE-1M&0) HRIEPREISNIRIY (non-
rapid eye movement, NREM) i HR I fE A 14 IR B,
X Al BE S P 2 NREM B B fr) 4t 5 55 22 B A0 0 R 0L -
PO H N AKSR & Tei s /N B, 7R BB %1 25 5 ik A2
AR AR rh, B2 & TR A B ] sl b, o
AR A AR K . 2019 4F & RAE Curr Biol 5T 7 12
PR A DT, BRI FEFEmEE v DL o 0%
T R H P RA 2Tk B REIRFR A, MEALIASE ALK
TR .

52 Bk

T B i % 32 X | #%  (suprachiasmatic nucleus,
SCN) g3 Aok Fsf o i PR 74 JT SO A 2 SR T 9 JB A 5 1
ARz B, B B R, BT AR
RAGFM, MR EFE 2, 5 R 2y
Poxt it s B D 23R8 B IR T 5 | o

ek AR JBR T r i FH Y 3 bR IER) (Lslbe . PR
AT 2FERKE ) HIHE T 20 SCN A iy 32 2 A 5L 1A )
R VAT 4% -2 (period circadian regulator 2,
Per2) FIRMBEIHI, JFTE 24 h NI BT KF
HEA FEAT ARSI 2 JpR 2 0] i 4 5
DALy VA AT R 4 B RIS ) — e 4, R
AV o FALEIE —E B B TR R R,
bEE TR R 25 3G 2, RS )T B
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BT HEAZ M AE A K 1] BE B TR FIRR 22 2k (4 oF
sz —

5.3 KL Y- By

IR TAER AR B, A S i A7 ke vl &
FER B IR Z IS, X 5T AREAMHE
fib FH 26 0 A B S A S (S AR AL S A
T Wi E 5% (paraventricular nucleus, PVN) & T
Frfiii i B 22 ph 22 o WA AL, B ER =%, PVN iR
K S AR FGR ARG I B R R E S A
%% (supraoptic nucleus, SON) tH# A A 26 58 4
P OCHERE AT, AT MAHTFI IR IR (antidiuretic
hormone, ADH) "*"'. 2022 4E—Tishmtse & B, 18
i R S A S FEKE 5 S oK b, PRAE
hn, #FEBCRIREER G AR —EH . BRI Z Ak,
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